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Three questions: Christopher Johnson of Hollister Construction 
Services 

 

 

Christopher Johnson works in what he likes to call "a jambalaya of social culture." 

Chief executive for Hollister Construction 
Services, Johnson is responsible for overseeing 
the daily operation of the firm. He interacts 
with a carpenter, an information technology 
professional, a senior vice president of 
marketing, government officials, plumbers and 
other CEOs every day, he said. Those 
interactions help keep him grounded, humbled 
and motivated, Johnson said. 

The Mendham resident is one of the founders 
of the firm, based in Hasbrouck Heights. The 
company has been involved in projects 
throughout the state, including construction of 
industrial, office, retail, hotel, medical, higher 
education and banking/financial buildings. The 
company also runs the charitable Hollister 
Foundation, which supports children’s 
education and health programs. 

Johnson spoke to The Star-Ledger about the 
construction industry.  

Q. Are there any particular challenges construction firms encounter when doing 
projects in New Jersey?  
 
A. To work successfully in New Jersey, the construction management firm needs to know 



where they are building and what rules each town has for permit procurement, work 
hours, inspection schedules, etc. Each town differs slightly and a lot of time gets wasted 
waiting on township approvals and cutting through their particular red tape. Also, 
knowing how and when to coordinate material deliveries and garbage removal is 
challenging in many of the tight and busy towns in New Jersey. Knowing how to 
complete this coordination keeps the job running smoothly. 

Q. What current issues do you see facing the construction industry locally and 
nationwide? 
 
A. The local construction industry has become much more competitive, and the margins 
are tighter over the past three years. We’re seeing that clients are looking for more 
functionality with their projects. High-end finishes are now being used with more 
discretion in the front of the house, while the back of the house has more economical 
finishes. Fluctuations in material costs have been and will be an ever-present challenge. 
Oil prices directly affect asphalt pricing and roofing materials as well as indirectly 
affecting truck delivery of all products on site. Steel and concrete prices are up and have 
profound impacts on construction costs. 

Q. What is the most memorable project you have worked on in your career?  
 
A. I have many great memories, but a recent one that sticks out is a philanthropic project 
that we completed with the United Way and the New York Jets. Located in Dover, the 
project was for El Primer Paso, which is a day care for at-risk youth. Hollister designed, 
built and donated a ramp that allowed handicap kids to exit the building and enjoy a new 
playground that the Jets donated. Our own children worked with members of the Jets to 
complete the playground — an important lesson of humility for my son and myself. 
—Rhea Bernard 
 
Please submit suggestions for "Three Questions" to rheanb523@yahoo.com. 

 


